CHALK-TALK

PURPOSE:

Chalk-Talk provides students opportunities to
share thoughts, ask questions, answer

Safeguards and Limits

Chalk Talk Protocol: In each section, record a sentence, phrase, or detail
you think is striking or significant. It could be something that provokes ¢
question, observation, or emotional response from you.

guestions, and challenge others' thinking and
ideas.
MATERIALS:

Chart for each topic, corresponding texts,
markers

DIRECTIONS:

1. Group students in teams of 2-4.

2. Have each team start at a different chart.

3. If text is involved, have the students spend
two minutes reading and considering the
text.

4. Ask students to write anything they notice,
wonder, or think is important and write it on
the chart.

5. Have students rotate to new charts. Repeat
steps 3 and 4. Encourage students to respond
to what previous groups have written, state
whether they agree/disagree, ask follow-up
questions, and write new
noticings/wonderings.

6. Repeat this process for all remaining charts.

7. Have students return to their original charts
and analyze the responses to their original
thinking.
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VARIATIONS:

This is a great way to check for
background knowledge or to begin
building it. As the teacher, you can guide
thinking by having your own marker. Use
it to respond to students' writing, pose
additional questions, provide feedback,
and draw attention to pertinent
information.

COGNITIVE POTENTIAL

* Allows students to test theories, * Opportunities for teacher input
thoughts, questions, and ideas in a and engagement
low-risk environment e Reflection

e Challenge others' thinking

e Generates written responses




